Chapter 12 — Specific Regulations

SECTION 12-1800 MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAND USES
12-1800 INTENT

To provide regulations pertaining to the commercial and non-commercial use of land, buildings and
structures for the purpose of growing, selling, producing, distributing and manufacturing medical
marijuana and marijuana-infused products.

12-1801 DEFINITIONS
For purposes of this Section 12-1800, the following definitions apply:

A. CMMC means the Colorado Medical Marijuana Code, C.R.S. Section 12-43.3-101, et seq.

B. Dwelling Unit means any house, apartment unit, condominium unit or other similar structure
or unit thereof that is primarily used as a residence.

C. Marijuana shall mean the seeds, leaves, buds, and flowers of the plant (genus) cannabis, and
any mixture, preparation or derivative thereof.

D. Marijuana-infused product shall mean a product infused with marijuana that is intended for
use or consumption other than by smoking.

E. Medical marijuana shall mean marijuana that is grown, sold or otherwise used for a purpose
authorized by Colorado Constitution Article XVIII, Section 14 or the CMMC.

F. Medical marijuana center means a person or entity that sells medical marijuana to registered
patients or primary caregivers, but is not a primary caregiver.

G. Medical marijuana-infused products manufacturer means a person or entity that
manufactures marijuana-infused products.

H. Non-commercial means not for the purpose of obtaining a profit.

I. Optional premises cultivation operation means a person or entity that grows or cultivates
marijuana for a medical marijuana center or a medical marijuana-infused products manufacturer at a
contiguous or non-contiguous location.

J. Patient has the meaning set forth in Colorado Constitution Article XVIII, Section 14(1)(c).

K. Plants shall have the same meaning as applied to the word "plants” in Colorado Constitution
Acrticle XVIII, Section 14(4)(c).

L. Primary caregiver has the meaning set forth in Colorado Constitution Article XVII1I, Section
14(2)(F).

12-1802 GENERAL: MARIJUANA LAND USES NOT ALLOWED

The use of land, buildings or structures to grow, produce, cultivate, sell, dispense, distribute, store,
test or manufacture marijuana and/or marijuana-infused products is not allowed or permitted throughout
unincorporated Arapahoe County, except to the extent specifically identified in Section 12-1803.

Chapter 12 — Specific Regulations
June 30, 2010, Rev 05-18-12 — added Community Gardens 12-2200 & Farmers’ Markets 12-2300; Rev 9-30-11 — CMRS, Planned Sign Program,
Daycare Fencing, Trash Containers/Dumpsters; Rev 11-30-10, Revised 03-15-11 Medical Marijuana Land Uses



Chapter 12 — Specific Regulations

12-1803 EXCEPTIONS

12-1803.01 Non-Conforming Commercial Uses

An exception to the prohibition of marijuana land uses is the use of any land, building or
structure by a medical marijuana center, a medical marijuana-infused products manufacturer or an
optional premises cultivation operation, that commenced prior to December 15, 2009, so long as, and to
the extent that, the property owner or other operator can establish that such use was and is in compliance
with all of the terms and conditions of Chapter 11 of the Land Development Code (Nonconformities) and
all applicable building and fire codes, and so long as such use is in compliance with Article XVIII,
Section 14 of the Colorado Constitution and the CMMC and any rules or regulations adopted by the
Colorado Department of Revenue, and all other applicable state and local laws and regulations.
Notwithstanding anything in this sub-section or in Chapter 11 of the Land Development Code to the
contrary, in no event shall a medical marijuana center, a medical marijuana-infused products
manufacturer, an optional premises cultivation operation or any other commercial marijuana land use be
allowed in a residential zone district, in the residential portion of a planned unit development or within a
dwelling unit in any other zone district.

12-1803.02 Non-Commercial Uses
An exception to the prohibition of marijuana land uses is the non-commercial growing,
cultivation, storage or production of medical marijuana or marijuana-infused products, by a registered
patient or his or her registered primary caregiver, to the extent that such activity is exempt from criminal
prosecution under Article XVIII, Section 14 of the Colorado Constitution, is in compliance with all
applicable state and local statutes, rules and regulations and with all applicable building and fire codes,
and is conducted in compliance with the following use restrictions:

12-1803.02.01 Residential Zone Districts

The non-commercial growing, cultivation, storage or production of medical
marijuana or marijuana-infused products may be conducted in a residential zone district or in the
residential portion of a planned unit development, but only so long as it is conducted within a dwelling
unit by a registered patient residing at the dwelling unit, for such patient’s personal use, or by a registered
primary caregiver on behalf of a registered patient who resides at the same dwelling unit as the primary
caregiver; however, in no event shall more than 6 plants per registered patient be grown or cultivated at
any one time, up to a maximum of 12 plants total, in a residential dwelling unit.

12-1803.02.02 Other Zone Districts

The non-commercial growing, cultivation, storage or production of medical
marijuana or marijuana-infused products may also be conducted by both registered patients and their
registered primary caregivers in the B-4, B-5, -1, 1-2, A-1 and A-E zone districts, or in the commercial or
industrial portion of any planned unit development where such use has been specifically approved in a
final development plan, and no others; however, with the exception of the growing or cultivation of 12 or
fewer plants, or the storage of 4 ounces or less of medical marijuana, the uses authorized in this sub-
section shall not be conducted within 1,000 feet of any church, school, residential zone district, dwelling
unit, public park or licensed child-care center. Except as otherwise indicated herein, the limitation on the
number of plants set forth in subsection 12-1803.02.01 shall not apply to the growing or cultivation of
medical marijuana authorized by this sub-section; however, patients and primary caregivers must still
comply with all limitations established by state law and regulations.

12-1803.02.02.01 Method of Measuring Distances
For purposes of sub-section 12-1803.02.02, the distance between one of
the allowed uses set forth in that sub-section and any church, school, residential zone district, dwelling
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unit, public park or licensed child-care center, shall be measured in a straight line, without regard to
intervening structures or objects, from the nearest property line of the property on which the allowed use
is being conducted to the nearest property line of the premises of a church, school, dwelling unit (single or
multiple) or child-care center, or the nearest boundary of an affected public park or residential zoning
district. Notwithstanding the foregoing, for purposes only of measuring the distance between an allowed
use and a dwelling unit, where the allowed use is being conducted in a dwelling unit or other structure
within an A-1 or A-E zone district, the distance shall be calculated by measuring the distance between the
nearest portion of the dwelling unit or other structure where the use is being conducted and the nearest
portion of a dwelling unit other than the dwelling unit where the use is being conducted.

12-1803.02.03 Additional Restrictions
The medical marijuana uses authorized by sub-section 12-1803.02 are subject to
the following additional restrictions:

A. All such uses shall be conducted in an enclosed and secure structure or an area
within a structure and shall not be visible to the public.

B. All such uses shall not cause odors, smoke, heat, glare or light that is
detectable to a person of normal senses beyond the property line of the property upon
which the use is being conducted, or in an adjacent dwelling unit or public area.

C. Signage or other advertising on the premises of the medical marijuana use
that is visible to the public is not allowed.

12-1803.02.04 Application to Existing Uses
Notwithstanding any provisions of Chapter 11 of the Land Development Code
(Nonconformities), all medical marijuana uses authorized by Section 12-1803.02 are subject to all
restrictions contained within that section or its subsections, including those uses that were in existence
prior to the adoption of Section 12-1803.02 or its sub-sections, except, and to the extent, that state or
federal law requires that the medical marijuana uses be exempt from such restrictions.
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