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Current Quality of Life in Byers

W 1=Poor

0 2=Not so good
I 3=About average
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Quality of Life
Improved/Gotten Worse over Last Two Years
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Sense of Community
Improved/Gotten Worse over Last Two Years
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Awareness of Districts/Boards/Organizations

Bijou Telephone %

Byers Fire District 1%
Byers School District

Byers American Legion

Byers Park & Recreation District

Byers Street Decorating Committee

Byers Rescue Squad

Byers Water & Sanitation

Arapahoe County government entities

Byers Community Association

Angels ofthe Corridor

I-70 Corridor Chamber of Commerce

Byers Development Council

North Kiowa-Bijou Water District

Regional Economic Advancement Partnership (REAP)
Enterprise Zone 21%
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Satisfaction of Current

Districts/Boards/Organizations in Byers

Byers Rescue Squad

Byers Fire District

Byers Street Decorating Committee
Byers American Legion

Angels ofthe Corridor

Byers School District

Bijou Telephone

Byers Water & Sanitation

Byers Community Association
Arapahoe County government entites
I-70 Corridor Chamber of Commerce
Byers Development Council

Byers Park & Recreation District
Regional Economic Advancement Partnership (REAP)
North Kiowa-Bijou Water District
Enterprise Zone
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Satisfaction of Current Functions/Services

Community Services .
Sense of community

Preservation of small-town character
Availability of affordable housing

Appearance of town

Planning and approval process for new and existing development
projects

Communication and information dissemination
Historic preservation programs
Economic
Shopping opportunities
Viability and expansion of local businesses
Economic development efforts

Job creation
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Satisfaction of Current Functions/Services

Parks/Recreation/Open Space/Trails/Programs

Services and programs for children and teens 25% 8%

Parks and recreation faciliies 2% =l

Services and programs for seniors 228 i

Recreation programs L 57%

Public landscaping 18% 61%

Open space and trails L% 69%

W4 &5 (Very Satisfied)
Infrastructure m 1 & 2 (Not at all Satisfied)

Water availability and water pressure A

6%

Sewer and drainage . 61%

o'

Drinking water quality

Streetand sidewalk maintenance P

Train corridor usage and access !% 3%
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Satisfaction of Current Functions/Services

Police, Fire, and Rescue

Rescue services

Fire services

Police presence and visibility

Police response time
County Services

Sheriff

Planning

Zoning

7%

5%

54%
23%

47%
29%

79%

76%

W4 &5 (Very Satisfied)

W 1 & 2 (Not at all Satisfied)
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Most Important Functions/Services

o s |

couny e |

Parks/Recreation/Open
Space/Trails Programs

25%

Community Services 22%

W Most Important

m Second Most Important
\ \
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Priorities Important to the Future of Byers

Improve quality of schools

Seek new businesses/employers to locate in Byers to create local jobs
Improve physical appearance upkeep of area

Improve local roads

Maintain and improve water services

Increase communication to residents and business owners

Increase police presence

Promote rural character/heritage of area

Increase variety/availability of housing for seniors

Increase networking and partnerships among entities in Byers

Add a park-n-ride at I-70 and US 36 and promote carpooling

Increase variety of shopping choices

Increase variety/availability of housing for teachers and local employees
Work with railroad companies to minimize effects of railroad traffic
Develop overpass/underpass across railroad tracks

Develop open space, parks, and trails at Quint Valley

Develop a business district at I-70 and US 36

Develop and promote local cultural events

Encourage residential development of varied densities & housing types
Increase signage/landmarks to promote Byers along I-70

Develop Byers as a tourism information center

Incorporate the Town

RRC Associates, Inc.
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Issues Important to the Future of Byers
Highest Priorities

Improve local roads

Seek new businesses/employers to locate in Byers
Improve quality of schools

Increase police presence

Improve physical appearance upkeep of area

Develop overpass/underpass across railroad tracks

Add a park-n-ride at I-70 and US 36 and promote carpooling
Maintain and improve water services

Develop open space, parks, and trails at Quint Valley
Promote rural character/heritage of area

Increase communication to residents and business owners

Increase variety/availability of housing for seniors
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Issues Important to the Future of Byers
Lowest Priorities

\ \ \
I Lowest Priority
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Promote rural character/heritage of area

[ Second Lowest Priority

Develop open space, parks, and trails at Quint Valley
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Work with railroad to minimize effects of railroad traffic
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Encourage residental development 14%
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Increase signage/landmarks to promote Byers along I-70 10% 16%

Add a park-n-ride atl-70 and US 36 and promote carpooling 17%
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Develop overpass/underpass across railroad tracks

9%
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Develop Byers as a tourism information center

Incorporate the Town 40%
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Opinion on Rate of Growth and Development

W Too lite  mJustaboutright  [JToo much

Residential growth

Commercial/retail growth

Industrial/employment centers
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Opinions of New Growth and
Development in Byers

New growth should be encouraged in specific areas

There should be additional regulatons to manage the quality
new development

W 3 and 4 (Strongly/Somewhat Agree)
W 1 and 2 (Strongly/Somewhat Disagree)

There should be additional regulatons to manage the rate of 55%

new growth in Byers

There should be fewer regulations that restrict new growth in
Byers so that new development will be encouraged
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Road and Bridge Shop

55 percents of respondents anticipate maintenance will
likely decrease with the planned relocation of the Arapahoe
County Road and Bridge Services shop to the new Eastern
Service Center in Bennett in late 2008 or 2009

60 percent of respondents indicated that they thought the
existing facility could be used for school bus storage for the
district.

Other ideas of alternative uses for the site included:

— Private/individual business (e.g. vehicle repair shop,
maintenance/trade school

— County Sheriff or Highway Patrol station
— Fire department substation

— Community center

— Recycling facility
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Management of Growth and Development

22 percent said growth and development is poorly
managed, not well-controlled

20 percent said it is too strictly controlled, that even
desired growth is not allowed

8 percent said the growth is well-
managed and orderly

29 percent said it varies by
development :

30 percent were uncertain

RRC Associates, Inc.



Over the next 20 years, Byers should.:

 Maintain an equal balance as a “bedroom
community” and providing in-town
employment/services (62 percent of respondents);

« Strive to achieve a goal of employing more of the
workforce and providing primary services in the
area (30 percent);

e Maintain it’s status as a “bedroom community” with
primary services and employment provided by
other areas (8 percent).

RRC Associates, Inc.



Where should the town focus resources for
economic development?

Work to retain and expand existing smaller local businesses to provide
additional opportunities for residents/businesses

Improve appearance of Town from I-70 corridor

Work to increase employment opportunities in the community so the majority of
residents can live and work in town
Expand the commercial area around the I-70 interchange to provide additional
opportunities for residents/businesses
Make infrastructure improvements that will better support residential and
commercial development

Establish incentives to attract desired businesses

Make public improvements to the downtown area to draw more visitors and
support businesses downtown
Increase awareness of the Byers Enterprise Zone and promote commercial
development there

Solicit major retailers to locate in the community to provide additional
opportunities for residents/businesses

Support design standards for commercial development
Promote and develop new residential areas first

Promote tourism as a way to draw visitors and increase revenues
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Highest Priorities for Economic Development

Work to retain and expand existing smaller local businesses
Make infrastructure improvements to support development
Work to increase employment opportunities in the community
Improve appearance of Town from I-70 corridor

Make public improvements to the downtown area

Expand the commercial area around the I-70 interchange
Solicit major retailers to locate in the community

Promote tourism to draw visitors and increase revenues
Establish incentives to attract desired businesses

Increase awareness of the Byers Enterprise Zone

Support design standards for commercial development

Promote and develop new residential areas first

38%

W Highest Priority
ga3” W Second Highest Priority
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Importance of Commercial Development Types

Health care faciliies 75%

Small scale independent retail development
Agricultural operations

Restaurants

Vehicle/Equipment repair

Smaller franchise/chain stores

Professional offices

Government operations & offices

Outdoor recreation (commercial sports complex)
Hotel/motel

Manufacturing/fabrication

W4 &5 (Very Important)
m 1 & 2 (Notatall Important)

Warehouses & wholesale distributorships
Truck stop/depot
Vehicle/equipment sales

Mini-storage

Big box commercial retail development
Contractor yards

61%

Industrial storage 61%
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Current Availability of Housing Options

Housing diversity to suit
diferentneeds & tastes

Affordable housing

Multi-family housing

Single-family housing

Mobile home parks

Assisted living for senior
citizens

XX
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J Too much
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Financial Decisions

If you were responsible for budgeting $100 of taxpayer
revenue, how would you spend it?

Zoning, constuction,

ol Public ac(ig;i;ﬂsiraﬁon Creatio_n of S_peg:ial
development services Other ($3) . Taxing District
($5) Fire &.emergency . 25 percent of
senices (522) respondents were
Code enforcement ($6) in favor of creating

a special taxing
district to fund
infrastructure
improvements and
achieve goals
outlined in the Sub-

Law enforcement ($17) Area Plan.

Parks, trails & open
spaces ($7)

Recreation ($7)

Sidewalks/street » 36 percent were
lighting/landscaping opposed
($8) e 39 percent didn't
nrastucture Street maintenance know Or- were
improvements ($10) uncertain

($12)
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Communication

« 41 percent of respondents rated their satisfaction with
“current communication and information dissemination” in
the community negatively

e 61 percent of respondents indicated that “increased
communication to residents and business owners” was very
Important for Byers to focus on

« How Byers can best reach community members:
— |-70 Scout (86 percent of respondents )
— Direct mailings (56 percent)
— Creation of a community newsletter (41 percent).
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