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Arapahoe County responds to second major snowstorm

Crews work round-the-clock to clear streets, plan in place to address residential areas

 

As a second major snowstorm slams Colorado, Arapahoe County crews continue to work round-the-clock to plow streets and roads. Arapahoe County will use our web site and Access Arapahoe - our electronic notification system - to address citizen concerns and questions regarding snowplow operations and government office closures. To sign up for Access Arapahoe, visit our web site at www.co.arapahoe.co.us.

Here is what we are doing to respond to the current storm:

· The Sheriff's Office has opened its Emergency Operations Center to monitor the storm and respond to emergencies. For emergencies, call 911 or the Sheriff's Office dispatch at 303-795-4711.

· Cherry Creek Dam Road was closed at 3 p.m. Thursday due to the storm and will be closed until further notice.

· Arterial roadways were sprayed with magnesium chloride (anti-icing agent) Thursday morning.

· County Road and Bridge crews are working 12-hour shifts (4 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 4 a.m.)

· The County has hired contractors and operators to help plow roads during and after the storm. This includes front-end loaders and road graders.

· County streets are plowed based on a priority system. During the storm, priority is given to major arterials (one-mile grid streets), supporting emergency services, as well as minor arterials and major collector streets that provide access to schools, grocery stores, medical facilities and businesses. 
· The County spent much of Wednesday and Thursday plowing residential streets to remove ice and snow in preparation for the latest storm. Once the storm began, snowplow equipment was diverted back to clearing primary and secondary routes throughout the county. We are doing everything possible to clear primary and secondary routes throughout the storm so that when the storm subsides, we will be able to quickly move resources back into residential areas.

· We have posted a map on our web site outlining our snow removal plan in residential areas. The map shows the 12 snow routes used in our snow removal plan. Work to plow residential areas will start simultaneously in all snow routes
· Each snow route area is highlighted by a different color. For example, residential areas within Route 4 are marked as RT4-1, RT4-2, RT4-3, etc. As crews work in residential areas they will move into RT4-1 until complete, then RT4-2, and so on. Our plan is to plow all residential streets, except cul-de-sacs unless required to support emergency responders. Crews will use front-end loaders and road graders to remove as much snow and ice as possible to allow at least one passable lane on all streets. 

· Once the County begins clearing snow from residential streets, the map will be updated daily to show the progress made in each area and the work remaining. Residents should check the County’s web site at www.co.arapahoe.co.us for updates.

· We ask for your patience. It will take time to clear residential areas. To report any concerns with snow removal or treacherous driving conditions within Arapahoe County, call 720-874-ROAD (7623) 24 hours a day.
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